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European Sea Ports Organisation

• Port authorities

• Port associations 

• Port administrations from 
EU and Norway

• Observers: Iceland, Israel 
& Ukraine

• Since 1993
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The first port of call for 

European transport policy 

makers in Brussels

A knowledge network that 

drives ports to perform 

better



90% of European ports are urban ports







Ports contribute to climate targets



✔ 22 years

✔ Around 100 ports are 
currently in the network

✔ Defines the environmental 
profile of your port: 
answering 250 questions 
(SDM):“check up” 

✔ Review: compare with the 
average “wake up call”

✔ 1/3 is PERS certified (Lloyd’s 
Register)

✔ SDM and PERS: 2 years valid

22 Years 
EcoPorts





















IMO: 0.5% sulphur cap in 2020 & at 
least 50% reduction of CO2 by 2050



Emission Control Areas



Air Quality and Climate Change 
• Regulations

– SOx 0.1% by 2015 in SECAs
– SOx 0.5% globally in 2020
– NOx Tier III limitations for new 

ships as from 2021 in NECAs
– CO2 emissions at IMO & EU
– Directive on the deployment of 

alternative fuels infrastructure



Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 
Directive: LNG 

• Appropriate number of refueling points for 
LNG are put in place at maritime ports in 
TEN-T Core Network by 31 December 2025



Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 
Directive: Shore-side electricity  

•  Shore-side electricity supply in ports of the TEN-T 
Core Network and in other ports by 31 December 
2025 

• Unless there is no demand and the costs are 
disproportionate to the benefits, including 
environmental benefits



Infrastructure challenges

• Availability of future fuels

• Technical challenges in storage and 
bunkering for some future fuels

• Availability of renewable electricity

• Policy barriers - coherence 









Source: ESPO study - THE INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENT NEEDS
AND FINANCING
CHALLENGE OF
EUROPEAN PORTS - 2018

48 billion EUR investment needs in ports 
in coming 10 years





Thank you for your attention!
Sotiris.Raptis@espo.be
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